Follow-up Letter
Parents,
As you read the first email and watched the video about selfishness, I’m sure you found yourself
saying, “YEP, my child can definitely be selfish!” Here’s the reality-WE ALL ARE! Each of us looks
for ways to get what we want out of life. Yeah, we say it’s not about us, but, in reality, most of us live
like it is!
The Israelites thousands of years ago did this same thing after being freed from slavery. They found
themselves in the desert asking for more; more food, more water, more leadership.
Here’s the problem the Israelites found themselves in, and one we need to take heed of when it
comes to parenting: The Israelites did NOT keep the end in mind! God was delivering them to the
Promised Land for goodness sake, but all they could focus on was not having what they wanted in
the present.
Sound familiar! Our kids can’t focus on the end because developmentally they can’t think that far
ahead. But WE can. As parents we can keep the end in mind and make choices accordingly! Do we
want our children to grow up to be selfless or selfish, generous or greedy? When we parent with the
end in mind it helps us make better decisions in the moment.
Ultimately, we want our children to be completely satisfied in Jesus. Hebrews 13:5:
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has
said,
Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.
So, when your kiddo asks for that next thing, whatever it may be big or small, let’s ask this question
to them:
“Does this thing I desire help me become the person God has created me to be?”
This question helps us to keep the end in mind. And isn’t that the end goal, to help our children
become the person God has created them to be?
Thanks,
Powerhouse Kids at Fellowship Bible Church

